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sins, dispelling desires, destroying devils, unapproachable
to satanic powers, full of angelic power. . . . We pray that
no evil spirit may descend with the baptized into it. . . .
And do thou, O Lord, who lias bestowed on us from above
regeneration by water and by the spirit, come upon this
water, and grant the candidate for baptism to be changed
by his putting off the old man, which is corrupt accord-
ing to the deceitful lusts, and by putting on the new man,
which is created anew after the image of his Creator, etc.5'l
Later a large cross is made on the water by dropping in
the consecrated oil.
In the Maronite service the priest lets fall three drops of
tallow from a lighted candle into the water, saying: "In this
water man is regenerated by a new birth, and becomes the
first-born of Heaven. . . . Drive out, O Lord, every evil
spirit and every satanic wile from this water, that nothing
opposed to the mystery of baptism may have influence in
it, now or forever." The priest also breathes on the water,
plunges into it a lighted candle, and puts in it some of the
oil of baptism as well as some of the meirun, or holy chrism,
a practice held in common with the Jacobites.
In the consecration of the holy oil among the Greeks
the priest breathes upon it praying that it may become
"an unction of immortality, a weapon of righteousness, a
regeneration of soul and body." The priest then anoints
the child in the form of a cross on forehead, breast, back,
ears, feet, and hands, with appropriate sentences, as, for
example, in anointing the ears "for the hearing of faith";
in anointing the feet " that he may walk in thy paths." It
is interesting to note here that the Moslems in their required
ablutions before prayer may use similar petitions appropriate
to the washing of the various members. Thus, in washing
the ears they say: "Make me, O God, to be of those who
hear thy word and perform it!" The Maronites anoint
the breast and shoulders of the child. According to Parry*
the Jacobite practice is to anoint the whole body.
Triple immersion is obligatory with the Greeks, who
recognize the validity of no other form; is sometimes prae-
1 Translation of Dr. Wortabet, op. c&, p. 27.

